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EVANGELICAL CONVERSION. 
Concladed. 

But let us look more carefully at this case.— 
What was apparently the state of mind in which 
Nicodemus, a patron of the popular religion, a 
Pharisee, a raler of the Jews, approached our 
Saviour! The wonders he had seen, impelled 
him, indeed, to the conclusion that Jesus was ‘a 








teacher come from God; but then, he seems to 


have warited honesty or fortitude to act accord- 
ing to his conviction, and to declare it before the 
world: ‘The reason why bis faith Was not accept- 
ed, may be found, not in its hist cal character, 
but in the dissimalation of the man. He held 


the truth in unrighteousness. Eis unworthy con-| 


cealment, and the secrecy of his visit at the hour 


of darkness, were doubtless alluded to, in the | 
severe rebuke with which Jesus closed his address | 


to him: ‘Every one-that doeth evil, hateth the 


light, neither cometh to the light, lest his deeds | 
But he ¢hat.doeth truth, 


cometh.to the light, that his deeds may be made | 


showld-be.reproved. 


manifest, vhat they are wrought in God.”* 
pressed though le was by the miracles he had_| 
witnessed, itis yet probable that his convietion 


was not very decided; and that he was embar-! 


rassed by Christ’s lowly condition, so different 
from that in which the Messiah was expected to 
appear. Where was his kingdom, so glorious 


Im-; 


, 


. . vr. x . . . 
gain;’ when, as Chriggapprized Nicodemus, 2 effected, with the description we gave of the mod- 
Moses lifted up the serpent in the “wilder#es§}| ern, in the beginning of this article. 
One 1 - “4 M ‘e4 oe . . ; 
even so must the Son of man be lifted up, that) 6. Pursuing his journey into Galilee, Jesus ar- 
whosoever believeth in hiamgshould not perish,but} rived, at Jast, in Can where he had, turned wae 
have everlasting life.t It qwas a suffering, and/ter into Wine. Hither a certain neblemany- whe 
finally crucified Messiah, and mat the. gorgeous | had heard of his arrival, came from Caperhaum, 
pageant ofa imagination, m they were) about twenty miles distant, and requested thaplie 
to receivé. 9 would go and heal his son, tl h int ¢ 
ceiver . : go i z son, then at the point of 
Why it should be that the phrase, ‘born again,’ | death. ‘Jesus saith uato him, Go thy way4 thy 
must of cours€ Mean a supernatural change, we|son liveth. And the man believed the werd that 
cannot conceive, unless it be from the blind in-| Jesus had spoken unto hi F 
fluence of long continued habit. Did we re at yr 1: its. At a him, and 56'S big 
uence of i a ass Sage And as Le was going down, his servants met him, 
pret it literally, as Nicodemus seemed to co,then | and told him, saying, Thy son liveth... Thenin- 
we shguld indeed conclude that it implied a mir-} quired Le of them the hour when.Jie began to a 
« - ’ 7 © 1; ye | : = 4 “ 2 
acle 3 but when used figuratively, as all believe mend: and they said unto him, Yesterday at the 
it is here, what discoverable characteristic has| seventh hour the fever left him. So the father 
it, to fix its reference to so singular a process as kaew that it was at the same hour in the which 
gonversion is now represented ? There certainly | Jesus said unto bim, Thy sen livéth. And him- 
is nothing in the expression itself to denote such believed, and his whole house.’+ 
ha rather than any other ; and it is plain . : “a aw 
a = ee a nae a tan . Soon afterwards it seems, Christentéred* 
iat the surer way to understand its meaning IS: | into Caperraum 3 when a centurion ofthe place 
> redeaYri he reality itself, as set forth in} oe “ 
by recurring to tie reauty 4 elf, whi forth who was beloved of the Jews,and had built them 
thesimple historical accounts. ‘To these, we now| . cy nacoeue, sent elders requestifig him to come 
o ;a 5} GRU, Ses . q 8 
retul * ' ,and heal a favorite servant who was réady to die. 
5. The next conversions mentioned, are very|‘Then Jesus went with them; and when he’ was 
circumstantially related. Not long, probably,2f-| not far from the house,the centurion sent friends 
ter the interview with Nicodemus, Christ return- to him, sayingunto him, Lord, trouble not thy- 
ied from Judea towards Galilee. Fatigued with self; for I am not worthy that thou shouldst en- 
his journey, he stopped to rest at Jacob’s weil; ter under under my roof. Wherefore neither 
a 2 ” eae i. tom At Re. 7 3 < 
when a woman from the ne ighbsering city of Sa thought I myself worthy to come unto thee; but 
maria, came to draw water. With her he enter-) say in a word, atid my servant shall be healed.— 
ed into conversation ; and having cecasion tosay,| For I also am @ man set under authority, having 
‘Go, cail thy husband;"Aud come hither, the wo-| under me soldiers; and I say unto one, Go, and 
tfiait answered and suid, f have no lusband. Je-} he voeth ¢ and to another, Come, and he cometh: 
. , } os ? 
sus said unto her, Thou hast well said, | have no! and to m¥servant, Do this, and he doeth it.— 
husband; for thou hast had five husbands,and ke | When Jesus heard these things, he marvelled at 
whom thou now hast, isnot thy husband: in that, him, and turned him about and said unto the peo- 
saidst thou truly. The woman saith unto him, ple that fellowed him, I have not found so great 
| Sir, I perceive thou art a prophet.’ Whereupon | faith, no, not in Israel.”* What was this so great 
| She proposed the noted question in dispute be- faith? A full confidence in the divine authority 
itween the Jews and the Samaritans, Which was! and power of Jesus; but a confidence merely 





NS ae 


in prophecy? -Where, his unrivalled splendor?) the proper place of worship, Jerusalem,or Mount! ya-ural, such as he entertained in his own abilit 

He saw none. That such difficulties should a-| Gerizim? Jesus told her that the place was mat-' to command his soldiers and servants. Since he 
rise to distract his faith, was perfectly natural! ter of indifference ; and that a worship purely | judged it unnecessary, in order to effect the cure 

from all the prejudices of his education; and that! spiritual was about to supersede the former and | that Christ should couse to bin hese, itd proba- 
they did actually thus perplex him, may be infer-| Joeal. Then ‘the woman saith unto him, I know \ ble that his faith had been extabliched or confirm- 
red from the opening of Christ’s reply, of which | that Messias cometh, which is called Christ ;! ed by the miracle lately wrought, in like circum- 
the first words were, ‘Verily, verily, 1 say unto| when he is come, he will tell us all things. Je-! : sae 


| 


ce ap ; stances, on his neighbor, the nobleman’s son. 
you, except a man orn again, he cannot see} sus saith untoher, I that speak unto thee, am he, | 8. Let another instance suffice for this part of 


the kingdom of God,’ or of the Messiah: terms}, . . . 'The woman then left her water pot, and | our narrative. As Jesus passed through Jericho 
ten used as synonymous.t A change, both of | went her way into the city, and saith to the men, at a certain time, ‘behold, there was a man amie 
views and of inclination, was certainly necessary | Come, see a man which told me all things that | ed Zaccheus, which was the chief among the pub- 
to their discovering that spiritual kingdom which | ever I did: is not thisthe Christ? Then they | licans, and he was rich. And he caer. to ore 

: g 


the Jews had wholly mistaken, and which they 
had longed for, in the supposition only that it 
was worldly and Pharisaical. It was necessary 
that they should ‘be born of water and of the 
spirit :’ that they should be purified, as with wa- 
ter, from the sordidness of their affections,and be 
imbued with the spirit, for all their expectations 
and fond hopes were fleshy. They looked for a 
pompous prince, and a splendid earthly empire, 
in which their own kind of religion should be 
honored beyond all example, and their superior 
righteousness procure them seats of distinction. 
No marvel, therefore, that they ‘must be born a- 


*Ver. 20, 21. 


went out of the city and came untohim..... 

And many of the Samaritans of that city belicy- 
ed on him, for the saying of the woman which 
testified, He told me all that ever I did. So when 
the Samaritans were come unto him, they be- 
sought him that he would tarry with them. And 
he abode there two days. And many more be- 
lieved, because of his own word, and said unto 
the woman, Now we believe, not because of thy 
saying, for we have heard him ourselves, and 
know that this is indeed the Christ the Saviour 
of the world.* Letthe reader compare these 
conversions, and the ground on which they were 

tJohn iii, 14, 15. 





{See Art. i, in the first vol. of this work—July, 1830. 


*John iv, 3—42. 


Jesus, who he was; and could not, for the press, 
| because he was smal] of stature. And he 
ran before, and climbed up inte a sycamore 
tree to see him; for he was to pass that 
way. And wher Jesus came to the place, he 
looked up and saw him, and said unto him, 
Zaccheus, make haste and come down; for to- 
morrow I must abide at thy house. And he 
made haste, and came down, and received him 
joyfully. And when they saw it, they all mur- 
mured, saying, that he was gone to be guest with 
a manthatisasinner. And Zaccheus stood and 
tDitto, ver. 46—53. 


f *Luke vii, 1—9. 1 follow the most approved Harman- 
ists in the chronological arrangement. 











said unto the Lord, Beho : rd, t 
goods I give unto the poor; and if Lhave taken 
any thing from any man by false re ae I 
xestore him fourfold. And Jesus said ullto him, 
This day is salvation come to this house, f 
much as he is also the son of Abraham.’* “Te 
faith in Jesus, we are here left to infer; but the 
reformation of a moral kind,which he professed, 
is particularly stated; he gave half of his goo 
to the poor, and restored fourfold to all he had 
wronged. Thoughhe had been reputed a sin- 
ner with whom it was scgndalous for a, religious 
person to associate, this ordinary kind of amend- 
mentof his conduct instantly procured him an 
assurance, from Christ, that salvation was come 
to-his house. The agreement of this reformation 
with that taught by John the Baptist, is as strik- 
ing, as-is the difference from that required at 
the present day. 

Several other accounts of conversion might 
be adduced from the four evangelists. But a num- 
ber sufficient has been quoted to show what was | 
their general tenor; and the remaining instan- 
ces, being ofthe same character, would prove to 
be, substantially, but a repetition of what we have 
already.asserted. Mf the reader has any doubt 
of our impartial selections,he owes it tohims 
pursue the work here begun, & to collect al 
notices ofthis kind, which the Gospels contain. 
We presume, however, that he will think, with 
us, that the séveral cases now produced, deter- 
mine the subject without appeal, admitting, as we 
do, that the practice of Christ was consistent with | 
itself. 

The conversion, then, which:he exacted as the 
condition ofdiscipleship, consisted simply in a 
beliet that he was the Messiah or Son of God, 
an honest devotion to his cause, and in a corres- 
ponding course of moral conduct; without even 
one of the distinguishing operations or incidents 
of the modern proeess. 
©. It is time to close this:section, and to proceed 
toa survey of the next or last period in sacred 
history. This is the more requisite, since it may 
be questioned whether the conversions before 
the descent of the holy spirit on the day of Pen- 
tecost, were so complete in every respect,and so 
fully worthy the epithet evangelical, as those 
which occurred afterwards. What then, was 
their character after that event, when the Com- 
forter had come, and led the disciples into all 
truth ? 

Ill. History of Conversions under the Ministry of the 
Apostles, after Christ’s Ascension. 

Here; weshall be obliged, for want of room;to 
follow tiie course pursued in the preceding sec- 
tion, and'to confine ourselves to those cases which 


are most definitely marked hy the sacred histo- 


rian. 

1. The first in order of time, as our renders 
are aware, is that which occurred on the day of 
Pentecost; a feast at whichthe Jews were accus- 
tomed to be prescut, from all parts of the world. 


On this occasion, the apostles of our Lord were 


convened in one p'ace, when cloven tongues, as 
of fire, came, with the sound ofa mighty rushing 
wind from heaven, and sat upon each of them. 
They were filled with the holy spirit, and spoke 
in divers tongues. The Jews, hearing of the phe- 
nomenon. rau together. Among them were de- 


yout meut from every country, who had probably 
*Luke xix, 1—9. 


+These were Jews from foreign countries. Luke calls 
them (Acts ii, 5,) ‘Jews, devout men, out of every natio 
under heaven,’ and says they ‘were dwelling [or, sojour- 
ming) at Jeruggicm.’ They bad probably come up to the 
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passover when Christ was crucified. They were 
qgpnished and confounded on hearing the twelve, 

ugh Galileans, speak in all the different lan- 
guages tou which themselves were accustomed ih 
he various nations where they were dispersed: 
ut Peter standing up assured them, that the 
wonderful event was but the fulfilment of a re- 
arkable prophecy of Jéel, who had spoken of 
is time, and who had seid that whosoever should 
then call on the name of the Lord, should. be 
saved. Ye men of Isracl, continued Peter, hear’ 
these words: Jesus of Nazareth, a 
of God amongyon by miracles, 
know, ye havé taken and:by wi 
crucified. But God hath rai 
dead; as David prophesied, saying, Thou wilt 
not suffer thine Holy Oneto see¢orruption. This 
Jesus hath God raised up, whereof we are all wit- 
nesses. And this whigh ye mow see and hear, 
he hath shed forth; from his exalted state ; hav 
ing ascended to heaven, as David prophesied in 
another passage, saying,‘ The Lord said unto 
my lord, Sit thou on my right hand, until I 
make thy foes thy footstool. ‘Therefore,’ con- 
cludes the apostle,‘ let all the house of Israel k 
assuredly, that God hath made that same; Jesus 
whom ye have crucified, both Lord and Christ. 
The mu!titude, who had been awed by the mir- 
acle, were convinced by Peter’ reasoning, aad 
by the testimony ofthe Psalms; and they were 
struck with horror by the proof which now for 
the first time reached their minds, that it was 
theirown Messiah whom they had lately cruci- 
fied. ‘Now, when they heard this, they were 
pricked in their heart, and said unto Peter and to 
the rest ofthe apostles, Men and brethren, what 
shall we do? Then said Peter unto them, Re- 
pent, and be baptized, every one of you, in the 
name of Jesus Christ, fur the remission of sins, 
and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost. 
For the promise is unto you, and to your children, 
and to all that are afar off, even as many asthe 
Lord our God shall call. And with many other 
words did he testify and exhort, saying, Save 
yourselves from this untoward geveration. Then 
they that gladly received his word, were baptiz 
ed; and the same day, there were added unto 
them about three thousand souls."* Such was 
the process of their conversion: by. Peter’s argu- 
ment, sanctioned by the wonders they saw and 
by the faets they recollected, they were compel- 
led to believe that Jesus was indeed the Messiah, 
and that God had raised him-from the dead. ‘This 
was their faith. They were pricked.in their heart 
by the reflection that it was he whom they had 
lately put to death. They sought advice of: his 
apostles. ‘They repented of their conduct. They 
attached themselves, by baptism, to the church.of 
their crucified Lord. Let it be observed, that 
all this was accomplished in little more than 
half a day. 

2.. Soon afterwards, Peter, in company with 
John, performed an astonishing miracle atone 


of the gates of the temple. There sat a beggar, 


who had been a cripple from his birth. 

he asked alms of the two apostles, Peter, fasten- 
ing his eyes on him, said, ‘In the name of Jesus 
Christ of Nazareth, rise up and walk.’ The® 
cure was immediate. Wonder and amazement 


*Acts ii, 1—4l. 
Passover, fitty days before the present feast ;: since it is 


evident,.from Peter’s address, that they had been con- 
cerned in Crucifying Christ. Devout, or zealous for the 

















law, they would naturally be ready instruments in the 
hands of the priests and elders. 










—— 


walf of my |tarried at Jerusalem since the feast of the | spread through the vast concoutse that, as usual, 


thronged the temple. The people crowded around: 
the apostles; and when Peter saw it; he said, Ye 
men of Israel, why marvel ye at us, as though by 
our own holiness we had made this man to walk? 


The God of our fathers hath glorified his son 


Jesus, whom ye delivered up, and denied before 
Pilate, when he was disposed to let him go. De. 
siring a murderer to be granted unto. you, ye 
killed the prince of life. But-God hath raised 
im from the dead ; whereof we are witnesses, 
And his name, through faith in his name, hath 
made this man strong, whom ye see and know, 
yea, the faith Which is by him, hath given him 
this perfect soundness in the presence of you all,’ 
I know, continued Peter, that it was through je- 
norance, ye and your ralers crucified the Christ; 
but those things whith God before had shown 
by the mouth of all his prophets, that Christ 
should suffer, he bath thus fulfilled. ‘Repent ye, 
therefore, and be converted, that your sins may 

otted out, when the times of refreshing shall 
come from the presence of the Lord.’ Having 
referred to several prophecies and promises con- 
cerning Christ, the apostle concluded his address 
by assuring then, that God had sent his son Je- 
sus first unto them, to bless them by turning eve- 
ty one of them from their iniquities.* Here, the 
priests, captains of the temple, and sadducees en- 
tered and apprehended the apostles; ‘howbeit 
many of them which heard the word,believed ; & 
the number of the men was about five thou- 
sands.t *scarcely need say, that the facts 
they belicved, must, fiom the nature ofthe casc. 
have been those on which Peter had justinsisted : 
that Jesus was the Messiah, or son of God; and 
that he had been raised from the dead. 

3. The next conversion circumstantially rela- 
ted, is that of the Ethiopian eunuch. Returu- 
ing from Jerusalem, whither he had been to wor- 
ship, he read, as he sat in his chariot, the prop!- 
et Isaiah. At this instant, the evangelist Philip 
approached him, ‘and said, Understandest thou 
what thou readest, And he said, How can I, ex- 
cept some one should guide me ? and he desired 
Philip that he would come up and sit with bim. 
The place of the Scripture which he read was 
this, He was led asa sheep to the slaughter ; anu 
like a lamb dumb before his shearer, so opene: 
he not his mouth: In. his humiliation his judg- 
meut was taken away: and who shall declare 
his generation? for his life is taken from the 
earth. And the eunuch answered Philip, aad 
said, | pray thee, of whom speaketh the proph- 
et this? of himself, or of some other man ?— 
Then Philip opene@his mouth, and began at 
the same seripture; and preached unto him Je- 
sus. And; as they went on their way, they came 
unto 2 certain water: and the eunuch said, See, 
here is water: what doth binder me to be bap- 
tized ? And Philip said, If thou believest with 
all thine heart, thou mayest.’—Now let us attend 
to-the decisive. evidence he is: about to give of 
his conversion: ‘And be answered and said, | 
believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God.— 
And he: commanded the chariot to stand still; 
and they went down both into the water, both 
Philip and the-eunuch; and he baptized him.’} 

4. The conversionof Saul, which follows next 
in order,.is generally admitted to have been mi- 
raculous, even by those who deny the common 
doctrine on this subject. But the truth is, the 


conversion itself does not appear to have been.mi- 


* Acts iii. 
tActsiv, 4, compared with chap. iii. 
tActs viii, 26—33. 





raculous ; the means, or rather the immediate 
occasion of it, was indeed so, as were those of 
several other cases which we have passed under 
review. Breathing out threatenings and slaugh- 
ter against the Christians, this furious, but hon- 
est zealot was on his way to Damaseus, when a 
supernatural light shone around him, and he fell 
to the earth. Hearing a voice saying, Saul, Saul, 
why persecutest thou me? he exclaimed, Who 
art thou, Lord? And the Lord answered, I am 
Jesus, whom thou persecutest. This was demon- 
stration, of a miraculous kind, that he whe had 
been crucified, was indeed risen from the dead ; 
and Saul knew, at once, that Jesus was no im- 
postor, as he had hitherto supposed,but the Christ 
of God. Devoted as he had been in his unbe- 
lief, he was now equally devoted in his faith ; 
‘and he, trembling and astonished, said, Lord, 
what wilt thou have me to do? And the Lord 
said unto him, Arise, and go into the city, and 
it shall be told thee what thou must do.’ Instant 
in his obedience, he rose, and was led, blind, into 
Damascus. Here, Annanias, a disciple, met 
him by the command of Christ ; ‘and putting his 
finds upon him, said, Brother Saul, the Lord, 
even Jesus that appeared unto thee by the way 
as thou comest, hath sent me, that thou mighte-t 
receive thy sight, and be filled with the Holy 
Ghost. And immediately there fell from his 
eyes as it had been scales: and he received 
sight forthwith, and arose, and was baptized.’— 
Such was the process of his conversion. ‘And 
straightway, he preached Christ in the syna- 
gogues, that he is the son of God;... . and 
confourded the Jews that dwelt at Damascus, 
proving that this isvery Christ.’§ Such was the 
subject on which he dwelt, in the beginning of 
his ministry. 

5. We have said that St. Paul’s conversion 
was not, in itself, miraculous, though such was 
the character of the events by which is was cc- 
casioned and attended. It was from another in- 
terposition of Providence, remarkable if not mi- 
raculous, that the jailor at Philippi appears to 
have derived his persuasion that Paul and Silas 
were chosen servants of heaven, and that of 
course their doctrine was true. They had preach- 
ed for several days in his city, where their min- 
istry roused much opposition. The magistrates 
at length commanded that they should be beaten 
and cast into prison, charging the jailor to keep 
them safely. But at midnight, Paul and Silas 
sung praises unte God; and suddenly there was 
a great earthquake, that shook the foundations of 
the prison, opened all the doors, and loosed the 
prisoners. ‘And the keeper Of the prison, awak- 
ing out of his sleep, and seeing the prison doors 
open, he drew out his sword and would have kil- 


led himself, supposing tfiat the prisoners had 
fled. But Paul cried with a loud voice, saying, 
Do thyself no harm; for we are all here. hen 
he called for alight, and sprang in, and came 
trembling, and fell down before Paul and Silas; 
and brought them out, and said, Sirs, what must 


1 doto be saved? And they said Believe on the 
Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved, and 


thy house. And they spake unto him the word 
of the Lord, and toallthat were in his house.— 
And he took them the same hour of the night, 
and washed their stripes; and was baptized, he 
and all his straightway.’|| Here, as in the former 


cases, the conversion appears to have been sim- 
ply to the belief of Christianity. 
6. When Paul and Silas departed from Phil- 


§ Acts ix, 1—22. 
jjActs xvi, 12—33. 





ippi, they went to Thessalonica, where was a 
synagogue of the Jews. ‘And Paul, as his man- 
ner was, wentin unto them, and three sabbath 
days reasoned with them out of the Scriptures, 
opening and alleging that Christ must needs have 
suffered and risen again from the dead ; and that 
this Jesus, whom I preach unto you, is Christ. 
And some of them believed, and consorted with 
Paul and Silas ; and of the devout Greeks a great 
multitude; and of the chief women not a few.”* 
What did they believe ? That which the Apostle 
had proved to them out of the Old Testament : 
that Christ must have suffered and risen from 
the dead; and that Jesus of Nazareth was the 
Christ or Messiah. 

Here, we drop the narrative. Our readers 
have now seen, by matters of fact instead of hy- 
pothesis, what evangelical conversion was, and 
what was the character of faith and repentance, 
under the ministry of the herald, the founder 
and the inspired teachers of our holy religion.— 
Differing as the genuine reality does from the 
fantastic corruptions (we cannot call them coun- 
terfeits) which are now in so high repute, the sin- 
cere christian cannot hesitate, which to receive 
and which to reject. Let it be remembered, that 
all the incidental allusions tothe subject scatter- 
ed through the New Testament,and all the phra- 
ses by which it is designated, such as being born 
again, becoming new creatures, &c., must be 
understood in agreement with the standard ex- 
hibited in the actual occurences. To so great a 
length have we already drawn this article, that 
we have not room here to enter, as we proposed, 
into a more particular explanation of those terms; 
but should it appear desirable, we may attempt 
the work at some future opportunity. H. B. 2d. 

*Acts xvii, 1—4 


WEALTHY BEGGARS! 


Ve have made my father’s house, a house of mer- 
chandise.” 

(<-The American Bible Society's income last 
year, was not far short of $100,000!! The re- 
ceipts, since its institution, exceed $7,000,000 !! 

Add to this, the amounts collected by the Mis- 
sionary Society, the Tract Society, the Eduaca- 
tion Society, the American Sunday School Un- 
ion,and the innumerable fraudulent combinations 
with which our country is overrun, and it will 
be discovered, if the wealth of these societies 
accomulate in the same ratio with that of the 
Bible Society, for a few years to come, that the 
people of this country have not only been con- 
tent to give away their liberties, but that they 
will have absolutely contributed the enormous 
sum of 28, or 30,000,000 to their oppressors, 
that they more effectually rivet the chains 
which are to bind them in cruel vassalage ; this 
may be considered a vague apprehension, by 
some; but itis with usa firm conviction: and 
we warn the inhabitants of our beloved coun- 
try of the danger to which they are thus expo- 
sed. Our government has been careful to guard 
against monied monopolies and oppressive aris- 


tocracies; but here is an association which de- 
fies the vigilance of the wholesome and neces- 
sary ordinances by which we are regulated.— 
We are on the eve of an important crisis. Our 
civil and religious liberties have been transmit- 
ted.to us unsullied; and we are now called up- 
on to defend them against the encroachment of 
ecclesiastical tyranny! To what, we ask, do 
papal countries owe their degradation? To 


the wealth and power of spiritval despots — 
These unfortunate countries have suffered deep- 








ly from the same evils 

the influence of mon 

priesthood had collected sums of money under 
charitable pretences, and then employed it to 
the subjugation and overthrow of the rights of 
the people! The same scenes are now acting 
among us, and we candidly believe for the same 
purpose! However true the philosophy of Ba- 
con,that ‘knowledge is power,” wealth is equal- 
ly so; and in order to gain power, the clergy 
have in all ages imposed upon the charities of 
mankind. We sincerely hope that the public 
may peader on this subject, till they see it in its 
proper light.—Hempstead, N. Y. Enquirer. 


A QUESTION ON THE TRINITY. 

In the days of the Emperor Justinian,a violent 
dispute arose in the Church, on this question, 
whether we ought to say, “One of the Trinity 
suffered in the flesh,” or “One person of the 
Trinity sufferéd in the flesh.” On this pretty 
puzzle, there were four different opinions. One 
set approved both expressions; a second con- 
demned both ; a third maintained the former ex- 
pression to be orthodox, and the latter hetero- 
dox ; and a fourth affirmed the reverse. In this 
squabble, emperors, popes and patriarchs, enga- 
ged with great fury. 

We have in the present day, a number of the 
same kind of theological puzzles. Without al- 
luding to that master ptzzle, the Trinity, the 
religious worl1 is very much at a logs to deter- 
mine which is most honorable to the Character 
of the Deity—to create man, foreknowing that 
he will be the subject of eternal torment—or 
to create him foreordaining that he shall be such? 
We wish some orthodox friend would decide 
this point; or even show that either is not an 
outrageous libel on the character of our heaven- 
ly Father. As the matter at present stands be- 
tween the greatest parties, the Calvinistic and 
Arminian, we think the war is about as wise as 
that which we read of in Gulliver's travels,where 
aking invaded a nation, because the people 
obstinately persisted in breaking the egg on 
the small end. ; Gospel Anchor. 





The following exposition of Matt. xii, 31, 32 


iis given by an English divine: 


‘Nobody can suppose, considering the whole 
tenor of Christianity,there can be any sino,which 
on repentance may not be forgiven. This there- 
fore seems only a strong way of expressing the 
difficulty of such repentance, and the impossi- 
bility of forgiveness without it. Such an ex- 
pression occurs, Matt. xix, 24—‘It ier fora 
camel to go through the eye of améedle, than 
for arich man to enter the kingdom of heaven :’ 
that is, itis very difficult. That the Pharisees 

who committed the blasphemy against the Ho- 
ly Ghost] were not beyond the reach of forgive- 
ness on their repentance, seems to be plain from 
verse 41, where the repentance of the men of 
Nineveh is held out to them for an example. 


Exposition of New Test. im loco, 





Suicide.—Myrs. Laura Holcomb, wife of Mr. 
Lorey Holcomb, committed suicide, by hanging 
herself, in Peru, on Wednesday of last week.— 
The verdict of the jury stated that “mental de- 


rangement, caused by religious excitement” was 
the cause of the act. ‘We understand she was a 
woman who had always borne the most reputable 
character, and that this act has occasioned deep 


regret among her circle of friends.—Pittsfeld 
Sun. 













of evil, but overcome evil with 
good”’——Rom. 12, 21. 

The believers in the final holiness and happi- 
ness of the whole family of man, are frequently 
asked by those who have scarcely charity suffi- 
cient to cover the multitude of sins that exist 
within the limits of their own particular denomin- 
ation, how those who are enemies to God, to his 
will and government, can ever be changed from 
evil to good, so as to love and adore him hereaf- 
ter, unless they perform certain finite acts in 
this hfe, in order to obtain his favor. 

These propvsitions, and sirailar ones, are gen- 
erally made by those who have subscribed to 
some particular confession of faith, which they 
are required to revere, and keep sacred ; by which 
their religious worship is governed, and their re- 
ligious opinions established. 

Mankind are influenced in a greater or less de- 
gree, by the good or bad qualities they discover 
in the object of their worship and@adoration.— 
Hence the worshippers of blood-thirsty Moloch, 
to advert some calamnity with which they were 
threatened, or to appease the anger of the god, 
sacrified their children to him, or made them go 

through the fire, as appears fror.several passages 
of scripture. It is the case with those who be+ 
lieve that their God is unmereiful and cruel, and 
delights to torture his enemies, that they inflict 
the like punishment on their enemies, being insti- 
gated by the belief that their God delights in re- 
venge and cruelty. The same rule may be ap- 
plied to every class of ‘people, whether Christian | 
or Jew, Pagan or Mahometan; they all have an 
object of worship, and each is influenced to es- 
tablish his creed according to.those properties 
which characterize his God. 

Thus our opponents, who beleve that hatred, 
wrath and cruelty, are commingled with love, 
mercy and goodness, and tat these opposite 
ptinciples constitute the 4ttributes of the God of | 
heaven, are influenced by those attributes which 
they suppose he possesses, and ‘they have shaped 
their creeds accordingly. 

Possessing these inconsistent views of the 
character of God, their system of faith preseuts 
the most gloomy forebodings of futurity, by de- 
scribing an angry God, filled with wrath against 
the disobedient—and who wil! punish a part of 
his intelligent offspring with eternal misery. In 
this. last particular, their doctrine does not vary 
materially from that of the worshipper: of Mo- 
Wéeh. Tey sacrificed their children to appease 
the anger ofthe god; and to such excesses of 
mad fanati¢ism were they driven) that even 
mothers would endeavour with embraces and 
kisses to hush the cries of children, lest they 
should offer them with an unbecommig grace. 

The orthodox creed teaches that the ever 
blessed God wil! allay his vengeance by sacrifi- 
cing a part of his own chrildren in eternal burn- 
ings, and that the constant view of these tor- 
ments will augment, to all eternity, the bnppi- 
ness of the heavenly state. Very different from 
this was that doctrine which the Saviour of the 
world tanght his disciples “1 say unto. you love 
your enemies, bless them that curse you, and 
do good to them that hate yon; that ye may be 
the children of your Father which is in heay- 
en.” 

Now our opposers must admit one of two 
things, either that God: gequires his children to 
be holier than He is, by commanding them to 
love their enemies and do goed to them, whilst 
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curses them in another mode of existence with 
no less evil than eternal misery; or that theY 
will not be his children in another world unles’ 
the Deity changes. The sum of their position 
amounts to this,—That Christ requires us to love 
our enemies, and do good to them in this world, 
that we may be‘ the children of our Father 
which is in heaven,”—but in the other world, 
when ‘twe’shall see him face to face, and be like 
him,”—tl.at our love will then be turned into ha- 
tred towards a part of our species, and our hap- 
piness augment by the sight of the sufferings of 
others. 

Now if we hate our enemies, and render evil 
to them, we possess not the disposition of our 
heavenly Father, we do notimitate his example 
and it cannot be said that we overcome evil 
with good; but that we are overcome of evil, and 
if so, then we are no better than our enemies 
themselves. 

To suppose that God will eternally punish his 
enemies in another world, for a finite evil in 
this, would be no less than to admit that he will 
reuder evil for evil, instead of good for evil; the 
bare supposition of which, violates the com- 
mands of Christ, and is dishonourable to those 
who thus insult good sense to fan the fire of fa- 
naticism. God's will concerning bis children 
for their offences, is to chasten them for their 
profit, that they may be made partukers of his 
holiness,—not to extirpate them. 

A heathen general once observed, that “it is 
honourable to conquer our enemies by war, but 
much more honeurable to conquer them by 
generosity;” but many ebristiuns of the present 
day do not reason so philosophically as some of 
those heathen did, to whom they are indebted for 
some of the fundamental articles of their faith. 

The best way to reconcile an enemy is to love 
lim and to do good to him; “if. thine enemy 
hunger, feed him; if he thirst, give hin drink; 
for in so doing thon shalt heap coals of fire on 
his head.” Let him realize that you intend no 
evil against bim, and that you are disposed. to 
administer to his relief and his necessities; and 
where, let me ask, is the wretch whose heart will 
vot melt into contrition? 

ft may not have an instantaneous effect, so as 
to produce a reformation immediately, but from 
the moment he discovers that your love is gen- 
nine, and that you are solicitous for his welfare, 
his enmity is slain: you, as it were, ‘heap coals 
of fire on his head,” and he is subdued by: kind- 
ness,—his heart is kindled into gratitude, his 
hatred is turned iato love, and his wrath restrain- 
ed,—evilis overcome with good, and-he is no 
longer anenemy. This is the way that Joseph 
overcome the enmity of his brethr+n; and we 
believe that Christ overcome those who are ene- 
mies to himin the same manner, and that he 
will continue to reign until the last enemy of the 
family of man, will be reconciled to him through 
the multitude of God’s tender mercies, and thus 
the wrath of man shall be turned to love and 
praise. 

Had that doctrine which the Saviour taught 
mankind, and which was-the delight of his fol- 
lowers in the days of his visitation on earth been 
handed down to the present generation unconta- 
minated with the doctrines of men, there would 
not be found so many who seem to despise the 
“riches of his goodness, and forbearance, and 
long suffering’’—neither would they be forgetful 
that the “goodness of God leadeth them to re- 
pentance”’: the knell of eternal death and misery 





he, at the same time hates Iiis-enemies, and 


if heard at all, would die upon the car, as the 
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reveriesof a distempered imagination,and nothing: 
but a genuine conviction of the goodness of God 
to his enemies would affect the heart, and ex- 
cite it to overcome evil with good. 

The belief in the perpetual anger of God, and 
that he will render evil for evil by the ceaseless 
infliction of his frowns upon his rebellious chil- 
dren, would be discarded as the most abomina- 
ble heterodoxy; and that faith which works by 
love, which teaches us to believe that “God is 
lave,”"—and that he will have all men to be 
saved and come to the knowledge of the truth,” 
—that “he will reconcile all things unto himself,” 
and that in the end he will “overcome all evil 
| with good,” in a manner which will be for the 
best possible good of his dependent creatures, 
|as wellas for his own greatest glory,” would be 


| stiled good orthodoxy. 





Religious Inquirer. 





Dialogue between @ Universalist Minister and an 
| opponent, on the punishment of the people of So- 
| dom and Gomorrah. 

Oppo. Good morning, sir. Ihave called upo 





quiries relative to the doctrine you preach, hop- 
ing thereby to obtain some information on those 
subjects, which to me appear very dark. 

Min, Iam happy to see you, and will use 
all possible means to give you the information 
you seem so ardently to desire. Ihave lony 
| considered people too negligent in this respect—- 
| too fearful to investigate truth; and I rejoice tc 
find an exception among this fearful clasg 

Oppo. I am ever willing to receive new light 
on any subject; and to have false impressions 
corrected—and if know my own heart, I do 
not wish to condemn the principles of any sect 
until I know what they believe. But I must hon- 
estly say, that I never heard of a doctrine, against 
which the plain testimony of the Bible, seems s, 
| strongly arrayed, as it is against the doctrine of 
| Universalism; every page | read, appears to 
| pronounce judgment against it ; and I often trem- 
| ble for those who build upon so sandy a founda- 

tion. But I must suppress feelings of compas- 
sion! for what I had particularly in view at this 
| time, was to obtain a reconciliation between your 
views, and the awful situation of the Sodomites, 
as sct forth by St. Jude. 

Min. I perceive, mv friend, that although you 
appear in the capacity of an inquirer after truth, 
yet you are not destitute of those prejudices, pe- 
culiar to a religious edueation. Perhaps by a 
careful attention to thig.subject, we shall discoy- 
er, that the Bible is not so much against our 
views as you et first imagined. As you have pre~ 
sented the punishment of Sodom for discussion, 
we will give it a candid consideration. You will 
read it if you please. 

Oppo. It is found, I think, in the 7th of Jude; 
and reads thus: “Evens Sodom and Gomorrah, 
and the'cities round about, in like manner, giv- 
ing themselves over to fornication, aud going af- 
ter strange flesh, are set forth for an example, 
suffering the vengeance ‘of eternal fire.” This 
is the passage; and this, I think, forever over- 
throws the idéa of a final “restitution of all 
things :” forif any of mankind suffer eternally 
the vengeance of fire, how can they ever be hap- 
py? 

Min. I readily grant, that if any part of man- 








tion can have no hope of deliverance. 


| Yous at this time, for the purpose of making im , 


kind suffer eternally the vengeance of fire, how , 
large or small soever the class may be, this | 
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where do you learn that the Sodomites, are to 
suffer eternal'y the vengeance of fire? 

Oppo. I am astonished at the question !— 
Where do I learn it —Why from the text I have 
just read. 

Min. I paid close attention to the text when 

you rea‘ it, but discovered no such thing—will 
you read it again? 
" Oppo. I am more surprised than ever; but I 
willread it again: “Even as Sodom and Go- 
morrah, and the cities round about, are set forth 
suffering the vengeance of eternal fire.” Thus 
you perceive— 

Min. But hold, one moment, if you please. 
Does Jude say any thing about suffering eternal- 
ly the vengeance of fire ? 

Oppo. He plainly says, “suffering the ven- 
geance of eternal fire.” . , 

Min. Very good, I grant he does; but I im- 
agine there is some difference between, “suffer- 
ing the vengeance of eternal fire,’ and suffering 
dernally the vengeance of fire. You must ac- 


the vengeance of eternal fire. 

Oppo. I must own this looks somewhat differ- 
ent. I see that this does not prove endless suf- 
fering: there are many other things I do not yet 
understand, relating to this passage. 

Min. I am glad you perceive the inconsisten- 
cy of applying this passage, relating go the Sod- 
omites, in proof ofendless woe; yet as you seem 


tothink these people were subject to endless, 


misery, | wish to propose a few queries for your 
consideration. 1. If the Sodomites were con- 
demned to endless woe; by what were they con-! 
demned ? 
Oppo. By the law of God certainly! 
Min. But how did they obtain that law? the) 
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and with your attention J hope to make the sub> when speaking of Jerusalem, says:—“And the 
ject profitable. I will commence with those | streams thereof shall be turned into brimstone; 
words: “Even as Sodom and Gomorrah are set | and the land thereof into burning pitch. It shall 
forth,” &c. I wish you to understand how Paul | not be quenched night nor day ; the smoke there- 
uses the words “set forth.” In Rom. iii. 25, we | of shall goup forever.” Literally speaking, this 
find them used thus: “whom God Irth set forth | cannot be true: for the fire has been quenched, 
to be a propitiation through faith in his blood, to| and the smoke ceased to ascend. In Lev. vi. 
declare his righteousness for the remission of | 19, we read tat Aaron should put fire upon the 
sins that are past, through the forbearaneé® of | altar, to burn the sacrifices,— and it is said: “The 
God.” Again, 1 Cor. iv. 9. “For I think that! fire shall ever be burning upon the altar,—it shall 
God hath set forth us apostles last, as it were ap-| never go out.” Yet it has gone out, and the al- 
pointed to death: for we were made a spectacle }tar has been destroyed. Do you not consider 
unto the world, and to angels, and to men.” In | that these expressions are to be taken in a limit- 





both these places, the words “set forth,’’ evident- ! 
| ly mean a most epen and clear manifestation of 
|that which was set forth. But will you contend 
that the eternal torments, in the burning lake of 


the invisible world, are set forth for an example? | 


When God set forth his son, thousands of wit- 
| nessing eyes beheld him; and felt the life giving 
jand health restoring power of the Saviour. Bat 


| have we the testimony of an individual who has! 
knowledge, that a man can in one moment suffer | 


seen the Sodomites in torment, since their de- 
| struction, or heard their groans? 
were sot furth to the world: but how can the 
| Sudomites be set forth for an example, unless 
| some can see them in such a state ? 

Oppo. This looks too plain to be misunder- 
stood; but I am anxious for the remainder; pray 
proceed. 
| Min. There can be no reasonable doubt that 
Pau! referred to the temporal overthrow of those 
cities, and to their temporal condition only. The 


The apostles | 


divine historian informs us, that, “Abraham got 
up early in the morning to the place where he 
stood before the Lord. And he looked towards 


(Sodom and Gomorrah, and lo the smoke of the | : : 
—|anaged Baptist, which amused us not alittle, 


country went up, as the smoke ef a furnace.” 


/ed sense ?—so must the expression in the text. 

| Oppo. This subject appears clothed in a new 
light. I can now perceive a strict propriety in 
applying the text to temporal things. 

Min. You can now discover, my friend, the 
iadvantage of candid investigation, and I trust you 
begin to see that the Bible is not so much against 
‘us, as you at firet imagined. I eommend your 
patience, and when difficulties appear, endeavor 
to remove them by honest inquiry ; and if you are 

as determined as you appear to be at this time, 
you may rely upon receiving that trath which 
\maketh free. 
| Oppo. I will endeavor to profit by your ad- 
lvice ; and while thanking you for the assistance 
‘yon have rendered meat this time, I will say that 
|having a few more difficulties in reference to 
'some other passages, 1 will, when Opportunity 
presents, lay them before-you. .. 

Min. I shall always be pleased to render you 
assistance in the investigation ef truth 5-80, good 
| morning, Sir.—Jb. 


| Awnecporr.—We have heard an anecdote of 





jan‘ might profit more some of our revivalists, if 
afier their destruction; and for the law of God | on as a dispensation of divine providence for the | uttended ko 


law of Muses was not written, until many yerrs Without doubt, their destruction was looked up- 


to condemn them it should have:existed prior to 
il. 


A ickedness of that people, and it was set forth 
) 2s a warding to the inhabitants of the earth not 


| A great awakening had occurred in his chateh 
jand many were the subjects thereof—and, of 


Oppo. There appears to be some reason in| to practice their sins. We are told that the |C°¥fS*, numerous were the applicants for admis- 


ta fas -. . r 
what you say; but if they were not condemned } ground of Sodom and Gomorrah was composed | 8!" lito the society. The day was a 


inted 


by the law of Moses, they were undoubtedly | of lava, basaltes, and other volcanic productions; ‘for hearing their experiences, which: wete all 


damned because they did not repent. 

Min. Here again you involve yourself in a 
diffieulty, for ifthey were damned for not re- 
penting, why were they not commanded to re- 
pent? ifthey were damned because they did 


jand in fact many commentators considered this 
| a land of voleano’s: consequently, when it is said 
'that God rained fire and brimstone upon them, 


‘nothing more is meant, than that quantities of 


| . . 
sulphur, &c. forced by a voleanic eruption to an 


|very good—ail were earnest in their professions 
,of being willing to be damned for the slery of 
| God—all were full of the evidences of flee Son 
_version—and all the members, except Gur hero, 
| professed their entire satisfaction with the expe- 


not repent, when in factthey knew nothing of| immense height in the air, falling upon them, \"iences which had been related. Astonished, 


the nature of repentance, there would be just as 
much propriety in damning a man because he 
did not build upon a foundation, that was never 
laid; or because he did not have faith, when in 


fact, there was nothing to believee—The sin of 


Sodom : and in fact all that was brought against 
them, was pride, fulness of bread, and abundanee 
otidleness.” Ifthis sin incurred endless dam- 
nation in those days, why not the same sinain- 
cur the same penalty now ? and if it does, what 
will become of the majt.rity of orthodox ministers 
at the present day ? do they not daily commit the 
sinof Sodom? That @ majority of them are 
proud, you cannot deny; that they have fulness 
of bread, all acquaiated with them, must allow; 
and that they are abundantly idle, heaven knows 
to be the fact ; TF then repeat the question, what 
will save them from suffering endless woe ? 
Oppo. I well know you are capable of throw- 


ing in my way, many questions, which are unap- 


swerable, and for the sake of information, I will 
give up my old ground as untenable, and desire 
gf you a correct exposition of the text before 
quoted. 

Min. My view of the text, you shall receive, 


'destroyed them and their city. 

| Oppo. But Jude says the fire was eternal. 

| Min. ‘The word here rendered eternal, means 
jin the Bible, nothing more than this—to last for 
ages. 

Oppo. But can that be said of the fire of So- 
dom? Did it last for ages? 

Min. It did. Whitby, a standard orthodox 
writer, says:—The fire lasted from Abraham’s 
time, “till the apostolic age, and was burning in 
the days of Philo Judas, in the beginning of the 
2d century. If Whitby is correct, you can dis- 
cover a manifest propriety in the apostle’s allad- 
ing to this fire as he has in the text. In Malte 
Brun, a standard work of the present day, we 
learn that, “The bituminous and sulphurous wa- 
ter of lake Asphaltites, the lava and pumice 
thrown out on its banks, and the warm bath of 
Tibina, show that this valley (the valley of the 
plaim of Sodom) has been the theatre of a fire 
pot yet extinguished. Volomes of smoke are 
often observed to escape from the lake, and crey- 
ices are often found on its margin.” If, then, 
such evidences of the fire still exist, it may well 
be called eternal. Inthe 34th chap. Isa. God, 
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i hawever, at the silence of their aged brothe 

| {hey ventured to ask how he felt on the subyjis 
|“Ob, em very well pleased with their exper: 
jences—they ar@ very good experiences—but f 
think you had better not admit them for a month 
jor two to come.” ‘Not admit them, why not ?” 
| Let me ask youa few questions. If you were 
jabout to sink a well, would you do it ina wet or 
jinadry time ?” “In a dry time, certainly—but 
why do you ask such a question?” “Because, 
brethren, it ts a wet time with us, and if we sink 
our well now, we shal! have much water,and per- 
haps muddy water too—and when a dry time 
comes, our water will all be gone, and our well 
willbedry! I think we had better wait a time, 
before we admit the converts.”—Magazine and 
Gospel Advocate. 


The deaths in Baltimore, for the last week, 
amounted to 59—males 33—females 27—chil-« 
dren under five years of age, thirty ; thirteen of 
these died of the cholera infantum. 


Aden for the reception of stolen goods has 
been discovered in Rochester, N. Y. by the po- 





lige of that town.. 
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WOODSTOCK, AUGUST 13, 1831. 
‘J have set Watchmen on thy walls, O Jerusalem,’ &c.’ 
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Hymno.ocy.—We cheerfully insert the article sign- 
ed “ A Universalist.” We assent to most ot his remarks, 
though we differ in some respects. Whoever this “ Un- 
jversalist” may be, we think he will agree with us that 
many of the hymns that are sung at the present day in 
some churches, called christian. are more appropriate to 
be groaned by the damned than to be sung by the chil- 
dren of God; and, it is our opinion that there are many 
hymns, the sentiments of which are good, and very 
proper to be spoken which would not be proper to be 
sung. We are of the opinion that hymns designed to be 
sung should contain sentiments of praise and thanksgiv- 
ing for favors received—an acknowledgment on the part 
of the creature of blessings bestowed, and of the duty 
devolving on the children of men, to be grateful to a kind 
and indulgent Father for his countless mercies. And 
here is an ample field for variety—tor God’s mercies are 
not only great but numerous. The poet can exercise 
his talents, and never lack for subjects on which to dis- 
play them. An acknowledgment of our remissness in 
the duty of praise and thanksgiving, or of any other duty, 
is becoming these who are guilty of the sin of omis- 
sion or commission, but to make such an acknowledg- 
ment in a hymn which is designed to be sung. would, in 
our opinion, be improper. This would be appropriate in 
a prayer. 

We agree with “An Universalist,” that God is not 
benefited by “ songs of adoration and praise.” It is man 
who receives the benefit. But we believe there is a 
time and a season for prayer, and also for ‘‘adoration and 
praise,” but the time and season for one, is not the time 
and season for the other, notwithstanding they may be, 
in at least one respect, corresponding exercises, as they 
both “‘ have God for their object.”’ 

Our correspondent is mistaken in supposing we intro- 
duced the article, to which he has allusion, “in haste, 
and without examining the article critically.” We do no! 
often do this, though we are free to acknowledge we 
have so done, and a deep regret on our part has, in some 
instances, been the consequence. ‘A Universalist” 
cannot entertain a favorable opinion of our editorial qual- 
ifications if he supposes we introduced this article mere- 
1y ‘on account of its singular title.” 

We sometimes “introduce” articles into the columns 
of the Watchman, even 1f they are not original, if the 
general sentiment is in accordance with our views, tho’ 
there may be particular ideas embraced in them to which 
we do not assent. Perhaps we might not agree with the 
writer on “* Hymology,” in all his remarks. David not 
only calls upon the children of men to praise the Lord, 
but upon “‘every thing that hath breath”—upon inani- 
mate matter—the sun, moon, stars, trees, rivers, &c. Ke. 
The subject is however praise to God, and he ca!]s upon 
all these objects to unite with him in his devotions. Now 














——_ 
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if the writer on *“ Hymnology,” means that this is im- 
proper, because it is not particularly addressed to the Al. 
mighty, we must beg leave to differ from him in opin- 
on. 

Although we cheerfully assent to the following re- 
marks of “A Universalist” —“ We certainly ought to 
sing, for our own edification, instruction and advance- 
ment in the christian graces, God is not personally grat- 
At most we can say as did 
the devout Nehemiah—‘ Blessed be thy g!orious name, 
which is exalted above all blessing and praise,’ still it is 
a privilege allowed to mortals to adopt this language 
for their own ‘advancement in the Christian graces.” 

Singing is designed to express our joy. Hence David 
says “I will sing unto the Lord, because he hath dealt 
bountifully with me. [ willsing of thy power; yea, 1 
grill sing aloud of thy mercy in the morning; for shou hast 


ifed with encomiastic songs. 
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been my defence and refuge in the day of my trouble. A- 
gain, Isaiah 44th, ‘The ransomed of the Lord shall return, 
and come to Zion with songs and everlasting joy upon their 
heads: they shall obtain joy and gladness, and sorrow and 
sighing shall flee away.” If the poetry embrace sen- 
timents which we cannot sing joyfully unto the Lord, it 
is unsuitable to be sung. 

There may be sentiments embraced in rhyme which 
would be proper to read for edification; but those which 
are designed for singing should be ot such a character 
that, while we sing, we can sing joyfully. Hence, as we 
peonceive, the justness of the remarks which succeed 
the following lines of Watts, found in the article to which 
«A Universalist” alludes: — 

‘How full of anguish is the thought 
* How it distracts and tears my heart.”’ 

“A person full of anguish, with a distracted heart may 
ery this sentiment, but there is no more propriety in sing- 
ing it, that there would be in laughing it.”” We do not in- 
tend by these remarks to express our disapprobation of 
those hymns which are not particularly addressed to 
God if they but acknowledge his goodness to the children 
of men. We consider such hymns “ encomiastic son 
of adoration and praise.” 

Of all the Hymn books now extant, we give the new 
one by SesastT1an and Russevy Streeter, the pre. 
ference, and would recommend to ‘* A Universalist,” to 
purchase one. We think he will be delighted with the 
sentiments, and the arrangement of them. 


gs 
5 





Dr. Ely offers the following reason for not refuting the 
many charges made against him: 

** In conclusion, it is desired that the readers of the 
Philadelphian would consider bow natural it is for multi- 
tudes to attach all sorts of objections and accusations to 
the name ot ‘Dr. Ely,’ and that the principal reason 
why he does not refute more of the falsehoods daily 
published against him i+ this, that they are too numer- 
ous; and were they answered weekly, they would ex- 
clude all other matter fromthe Philadelphian without 
profiting the friends of its Ep1ror.” 

And yet, will you believe it, reader, this same Dr. Ely 
has published in the same number which contains the 
above paragraph, an article from the ‘Religious Inquir- 
er, (a Universalist periodical) under the caption, “new 
SCHEMEs,” containing above two columns in that pa- 
per. Ithas relation to the multiplied schemes of the 
Calvinistic clergy to sustain their sinking cause. The 
Doctor, it seems, thinks this artiele will profit his readers 
more than “other matter” which is designed to refute 
the ‘‘numerous accusations” made against him. The 
Doctor is about right. He undoubtedly knows that his 
attempts to prove himself innocent, have proved abor- 
tive. Will Dr. Ely have the kindness to profit his read- 
ers in this way more frequently? 

He says, **We do not believe that very many openly 
declared Universalists have at any time been converted. 
There is too much reason to fear that persons of this 
character are generally given over to believe a lie, that 
by this dereliction their damnation might be rendered 
sure.” 

The Doctor is correct in supposing that there are not 
very many openly declared Universalists who have at 
any time been converted to a belief in the doctrine of 
endless damnation. But he has shown the cloven foot of 
pretended orthodoxy, when he says that “there is too 
much reason to fear that Universalists are generally 
given over to believe a lie.” Universalists believe what 
God hath sworn by himself—the word which went out 
of his “:nouth in righteousness, that unto him every knee 
shall bow, and every tongue shall swear, surely shall 
say, in the Lord have I righteousness and strength.” 
They believe what God sware to Abraham, that in Jesus 
Christ all nations, families and kindreds of the earth shall 
he blessed.”” The Doctor accuses Universalists of be- 
lieving a lie. Whatseith scripture? He that believeth 
not God hath made him a liar. He that believeth not 
shall be damned. Reader, whose damnation is rendered 
the most sure, Dr. Ely’s or Universalists’ 





“Genius or Liserty.”—We should have acknow. 
ledged the reception of a paper bearing the above title 
betore this, had it not escaped our memory. The “Ge. 
nius of Liberty” is published at Jamestown, N. Y. semi. 
monthly, in quarto form, at $1.00 per annum, and edited 
by Br. Lewis Todd. The numbers we have received 
are such as to warrantus in saying, it isa useful auxiliary 
in the equse of liberal Christianity. May the work re- 
ceive the patronage to which it is entitled. ; 


—————— 








COMMU NICATIONS. 








REMARKS ON «“HYMNOLOGY.” 


Mr. Eprror :—{ am under obligations of gratitude for 
the bundle of papers you presented me ; especially, for 
the “WarcHman and Reposrrory.” With very few 
exceptions, [ am well pleased with their contents. One 
article , however, struck me with surprise. 1 was sorry 
you introduced it into your columns. I presume you did 
it it in haste, and without examining the piece critically, 
or, perhaps, an account of its singular title. 1 alluded to 
the article on ‘*Hymnoxocy.” With many of the wri- 
| ter’s remarks [ was pleased, but not with all of them. He 
seems to have been too precipitate in adopting the sugges. 
tions of some Orthodox scribbler. It would be truly won. 
derful, if an Orthodox Journal should contain an article 
of hait a.column on subjects of theology, that did not 
contain some contradiction or inconsistency. Hence the 
danger of imitating them. 

Now, Mr. Editor, though we admit thet a Hymn is “an 
encomiastic song; a song of adoration and praise” ton 
Superior, does it follow of course, that all Hymns should 
be addressed to Deity, and contain no argument, exhorta- 
tion, invitation, &c.? Who is to be edified and benefitted 
by songs of adoration and praise? is it Man or his Maker? 
No wonder if the Orthodox, who cherish netions ot ab- 
stract love togsod, and who expect to please and gratify 
Him in eternity by shouting hallelujah over the endless 
sufferings of others, should say, the Jatter, ond stick to 
mere encomiastic songs. But it is hoped that liberet 
Christians will maintain more rational and social senti- 
ments, 

If the writer of those remarks will pay customary defer- 
ence to the Scriptures, he certainly will not persist in 
them. His notions of a Hymn are not consonant to the 
Divine testimony, as | hope to show, in few words, | 
suppose it will not indicate ‘bad taste or ignorance” to 
appeal to that Volume. 

The first use of the word “*Hymn,” in Scripture, which 
occurs to my mind, is, Matthew 26, 30. “And when they 
had sung a Hymn,” &e. They doubtless sung the same 
“encomiastic song’? which had uniformly been used at 
the Passover ; which, according to the most approved au- 
thors, embraced the Psalms of David from Ps. 113 to 118, 
inclusive. David worshipped and praised God, saying, 
‘Praise ye the Lord. Praise, O ye servants of the Lord, 

praise the narce of the Lord.”—But the article under 
consideration would ask,—** What is this? Is it an address 
to God? No, but to his servants, and is unsuitable to be 
sung.” The Hymns or Psalms of David abound with 
praises, persuasions, arguments, exhortations, &c, And 
why should they not? We certainly ought to sing for our 
own edification, instruction, and advancement in the 
Christian graces. GOD is not personally gratified by 
“encomiastic songs.’’ At most, we can only say as did 
the devout Nehemiah,—*Blessed be thy glorious name, 
which isexalted above all blessing and praise.” 

St. Panl was of the above opinion on this subject. He 
says, expressly, Ephesians 5; 18, 19, 20, “But be ye filled 
with the Holy Spirit; speaking to yourselves in Psalms, 
and Hymns, and spiritual songs, singing and making 
melody in your hearts unto the Lord.” The object of 
speaking is tobenefit each other. Tuer Lorp can hear 
and understand the language of the heart, as well as the 
tongue. Again, the same Apostle sage Col. 3; 16,— 
** Teaching and admontshing one another in psalms,and 
hymns, and spiritual songs, singing with grace in your 
hearts unto the Lord.” These were St. Paul’s views of 
“hymnology.”” He was not aware that Hymns should 
consist of mere poetic encomiums on God; as though 
He stood in need of flattering effusions from his crea- 
tures. Paul thought that religious praise and adoration 
might include addresses to each other, by way of instruc- 
tion, admonition, &e. ; 

All religious performances,whether in praying,singing, 
sermonizing, or hearing, ‘‘should have God for their © 
ject,” so tar as to act with special reference to Him, as 
accountable, social, moral beings. But it does not follow 
that in any one of them, we should constantly address 
God with encomiums. Public and private worshla Sey 
designed to promote human virtue and happiness, Hymns 
should partake largely of the social character, and yet 





As to the preface to reading hymns, mentioned by the 
writer, such as, ‘Let us praise God by singing,” &c., I 


be devotional. pathetic, animating, and truly poetic. * 
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re 
consider it hardly entitled to a passing remark. For, in| John Johnson, and all his family from Pownfret | this Department ; and the Postmaster ot Savage’s 


the first place, a preacher is under no necessity of utter- 
ing that sentence, parrot-like, ery occasion. And, 
in the next place, it belongs whiter to prove, that 
God is not quite as much praised glorified by a hymn 
addressed to the moral nature of man, by way of instruc- 
tion, admonition, and exhortation, as He would be by one 
containing a thousand expressions of adulation. Jesus 
said, “*Z was hungry and ye gave me meat,” &c. when 
“the least of his brethren were fed.” So God is praised 
and honored, when virtue and religion are promoted.— 
And besides, should any one be disposed to be critical in 
this case, we may be allowed to be so too. Hence,it will 
appear that the whole course of religious service must 
undergo a revolution. When a preacher rises and says, 
«Let us pray,” he must not go on to relate the story of 
the Divine perfections,—the creation of the world,—the 
moral government of God. He must not give thanks, 
make confessions of sin, nor indeed do any thing butjust 
pray, pray, pray. Indeed, how much, according to our 
author’s criticism, is there, in any service called prayer, 
that comports with the strict definition of the term? The 
same would apply to giving thanks, sermonizing, &c.— 
We suspect however, that,when the subject is duly con- 
sidered, there will be no serious difference of opinion If 
I might be allowed to offer a suggestion on the subject, it 
would be,—that the first Hymn of a religious exercise, 
be an address to Deity, or one in which his name and 
perfections are brought to view. The second should be 
one of a social character, particularly calculated to rouse 
the moral feelings of the hearer, and make him obedient 
as well as devotional. Ina word, the Hymn should be 
adapted to the occasion. Hence the necessity of having 
the Hymns arranged according to the nature of the sub- 
jects. Such an arrangement renders the Book conveni- 
ent both for preachers and others. 

Mr. Editor, | hope these candid remarks will not ex- 
cite any unkind feelings in any one. They proceed from 
the purest motives. I simply wish to rectify whatI es- 
teem erroneous. Itis my desire to promote the great and 
good cause of universal virtue, holiness, and happiness. 

A UNIVERSALIST. 


EXTRACT OF A LETTER. 
«Permit me, Sir, to express to you the high interest 
that is taken in this vicinity, in the perusal of the “Uni- 
versalist Watchman.” The candor and ability distinguish- 
ed in its editorial department ;—the improvement in its 
mechanical appearance ;—together with the variety of 
general interest with which its columns are filled, com- 
bine to render it a valuable auxiliary in the cause of reli- 
gious freedom. May health and prosperity be your lot. 
And that you may live to see the blessed doctrine which 
you labor so assiduously to promulgate, universally dis- 
seminated throughout our land, is the sincere prayer of 
Your friend and well wisher, 
G. WASHINGTON CHAPLAIN. 
Clarendon, July 18, 1830. 





Br. Bert: The following is an extract of a 
letter written by a person in the town of Hiram, 
State of Ohio, to his brother in Vermont ; you 
are at liberty to publish it or any part thereof. 

July 1, 1831. 

“Doubtless you have heard of the Golden Bible 
ot book of Mormon, which was said to be found 
in Manchester, N. Y. Joseph Smith is the author 
and proprietor of the book. He says it isa 
special revelation from God, delivered to him by 
God’s holy angel—he assumes the character of 
one of God’s greatest prophets. He got all the 
followers he could in his own vicinity, and then 
pretended to have a call to move on westward, 
and accordingly made a stand in Cauga county, 
in and about the town of Mentor Ohio, which he 
piedicted was the new Jerusalem they were in 
pursuit of. There he got some hundreds of fol- 
lowers, among which was one Elder Rigdon, a 
Campbellite preacher. Several people went 
from here out of curiosity to see them ; they were 
deluded by the prophet Jo, and became dupes to 
one of the greatest impositions ever practiced 
wmong maukind. Finally Jo Smith, and several 
inferior prophets come to Hiram and Nelson, 
where they have succeeded in making proselytes 
to the amount of one hundred, among which are 
the two Priests & Booth—Carnot Mason, Rider 
and all the Pitkin family from Hartford Vermont. 


Vt. Charles Raymond, Aruna & John Tilden, | Mills, Me. will be immediately written to upon * 
S. R. Parker, T. Brace, all the Hewlits, ten or} the subject. 
fifteen in number, P. Alleyn & family, and all} « The duty of Postmasters is very plainly laid 
the fools in this Country. The prophet Jo has| down, upon the subject of which you speak, ‘in 
had a new revelation, in which he says God has| 12th section of the 17th instruction of the {Post 
told him and his followers, that the lJand of| Office laws. They are bound to give immediate no- 
premise is on the Missouri, about 1200 miles to | tice to the publishers of newspapers which arrive at 
the west of this place, therefore they all want to| their Office, and which are not taken out by the per- 
sell out here as soon as they can, which makes| sons to whom they are directed. In case they neg- 
it an excellent chance to buy farms. Twenty | lect this duty, they are liable to pay the sum which 
eight apostles have started on a mission up the | would be due from the subscriber As to the right 
Missouri, among the heathen which they say are | of postmasters to sell the papers for the postage, 
the lost tnbes of Israel, which God is about to| as mentioned in the letters of Mr. Bridge, it does 
restore. ‘i‘hey think the millennium is about to} not accrue until after three months from the no- 
take place, and believe that all those who join} tice before spoken of, and it has reference only 
the Mormonites and follow the prophet Jo will} to the papers sent during and after that time. 
live a thousand years, and finally never die;|} ‘ I am, gentlemen, respectfully, your obedient 
but all who do not join them will be destroyed | servant, W. T. BARRY. 
from the face of the earth in the course of two} “Messrs. J. Emery and B. Waugh.” 
or three years. They pretend te work miracles, 
and give the gift of the holy spirit, heal the sick, : . it 
open the eyes of the blind &c. And yet their St. Louis, a July 9.—The United States 
followers are so full in the faith they do not de-| ‘oops returned from Rock Island on the 6th 
tect their impositions. John Johnson and his | 'S- It appears that what is called the Britich 
wile have started on a mission to Vermont, to | Band of Sac and Fox tribes,who have obstinately 
warn their friends in that country to flee from refused to quit the lands on which they have - 
the wrath to come. I think, however, he will claim whatever, were joined by parties aon 
not make much by preaching mormonism in that the Pottowatomies, Kickapoos, &c. exhibiting an 
country. I could sit and write about the mor-|i™posing well armed force, and a determination 
monites all day, but I think 1 have wrote enough |'° fight. They were ia numbers about equal to 
on that subject ; and I presume you will consider | the regular troops. 
it hardly worth reading; but it is disgusting to ei , 
see what damnable work théy do a under|. Zmportant Experiment. In cleaning the cab- 
the garb of religioa. I sometimes think I could |i of the sp Birmingham, at New York, on Sa- 
never hear the word religion or priest.” turday last, some cotton was used, which became 
Sn ony, —— = fe and ip a while it 
ee took fire. It was then determined to try an ex- 
THE CHRONICLE. periment. A small quantity of cotton on par- 
WOODSTOCK. SATURDAY, AUGUST 13, 1331. | ‘ally dipped in linseed oil, and was placed in 
ae : _____’______|the shade, which became ignited in two hours. 
We should feel grateful to those who do not | The experiment was repeated the third time, and 


wish to preserve their papers, If they would the result was the same. 


send us the last week’s number. By some A Dangerous Plaything.—In Milton, Mass. a 
means we have fallen short of the number re-| fw days since, a child of Mr. Jebex Semaer, 
Niele aia cic eallateale aged two years, was discovered playing with the 
q pe Pr Pp : tail of a live Rattle-snake! Mrs. S. succeeded 
MINISTERIAL APPOINTMENTS. in killing the snake before the child had sustained 

The editor will preach at Roxbury, Vt. to-morrow, | any injury from it. Jt had six rattles. A snake 
and at Pittsford on the sabbath following. with twelve rattles was killed in the same town 

ASSOCIATIONS. last week. 


The Reckingham Association will convene at New- . ae ae : . 
Market, N.H. on the 4th Wednesday and Thursday Memorable saying of Koskiusco—When this 


(24th and 25th) of the present month. brave Pole arrived at Cracow, where the revolu- 
_The Franklin Association will convene at Chesterfield, | tion commenced, he made, to his little band of 
N.H. on the same days. patriots under his command, the following heart 
REMITTANCES MADE DURING THE PAST | Stirring speech. ‘We are not strong enough in 
aye sth WEEK. e number to be victorious, but we are enough to 
. L. Noyan, L. C. $6. I. L. $2. a ae y i i be 
R. Alburgh, $3. J. B West Windsor, S278, +t alia nals eee 
Clarendon, $1,50. C. & M. do. $1,50. B. P. do. ¢1,50.| Sagacity of Dogs in Madagascar. The dogs 
S. T. Stowe, 1,50. D.C. do. $1,50. J. A. U. do. $1,-| are said to be so sagacious, that, when one has 
00. occasion to cross the river, he will stand barking 
on the bank considerably lower down than the 
point where he means to attempt his passage. 
When the alligators have been attracted to the 
former spot, away he runs full speed, plunges 
into the stream, ata safe distance, and swims 
over before the enemy can sail back against the 
current to interrupt him. 





















































Duties Of Postmasters. The following’ letter 
from the Postmaster General to the proprietors 
of the ‘Christian Advocate and journal,’ apprises 
us of a fact with which we were not before ac* 
quainted, viz. that where a newspaper is not ta- 
ken from the Post Office by the person to whom 
it is directed, and the Postmaster fails to notify 
the proprietor thereof, said Postmaster is ‘liable | ~ 


> DEATHS, 
to pay the sum which would be due from the sub-| In this town, on the 7th inst. Charles P. Simmons, son 
scriber.” —T rumpet. of Mr. A. Simmons, aged 18 years. 
Post Office Department, July 13, 1831. On Wednesday morning last, Ellen, daughter, of Mr. 


“ Joel Eaton, aged 18 months. 
“Gentlemen—Y our letter of the Sth instant,en-}" Tn Burnes : 
: . , > heey ington, on the 30th ult. Mr. hie s 
closing one from E, T. Bridge, is received ot‘ aged 44. aie it. Mr. Wathehiel Stearns, 










































THE SALEM WITCHCRAFT. 
By Sir Walter Scott. 

if any thing were wanting to confirm the gep- 
etal proposition, that the epidemic terror of 
witchcraft increases and becomes general in 
proportion to the increase of persecutions against 
witches, it would be sufficient to quote certain 
extraordinary occurrences in New England. 

The first case which I observe, was that of 
four children of a person called John Goodwin. 
‘The eldest,a girl, had quarrelled with the 
laundress of the family, about some linen which 
was missing. ‘The mother of the laundress, an 
ignorant, testy, and choleric old Irish woman, 
scolded the accuser; and shortly afier, the elder 
Gocdwin, her sister, and two brothers, were 
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were given for this,” says the simple minister, 
“that seem more kind than true.” Shortly after 
this, she appears to have treated the poor divine 
with a species of sweetness and attention, which 
gave him greater embarrassment than her for- 
mer violence. She used to break in upon him 
at his studies to importune him to come down 
stairs, and thus advantaged doubtless the king- 
dom of Satan by the interruption of his pursuits. 
At length the Goodwius were, or appeared to 
be cured. But the example had been given 
and caught, and the blood of poor Dame Glover 
which had been the introduction to this tale of 
a hobby-horse, was to be the forerunner of new 
atrocities, and fearfully more general follies. 
‘This scene opened by the illness of two girls, 
a daughter and a niece of Mr. Parvis, the minis- 





seized with such strange diseases, that ail their 
neighbors concluded that they were bewitched. 
They conducted themselves as those supposed | 
to suffer under maladies created by such influ- 


ter of Salem, who fell under an afiliction similar 
to that of the Goodwins. Their mouths were 
stopped, their throats choked, their limbs racke? 
thorns were stuck into their flesh, and pins were 





ence were accustomed to do. They stiffened 


ejected from their stomachs. An Indian and his 











besides those who had actually soffered ; and no 
less than two h d were in prison and under 
examination. 

Men began to ask, whether the Nevil might 
not artfully deceive the afflicted into the accp. 
sation of good and innocent persons, by present. 
ing witches and fiendsin the resemblance of 
blameless persons, as engaged in the tormenting 
of their deceased countryfolk. This argument 
was by no means juconsistent with the belief jp 
witchcraft, and was the more readily listened 
to on that account. Besides, men found that no 
rank or condition could save them from the dan. 
ger of this horrible accusation,if they continued 
to encourage the witnesses in such an unlimited 
course as had hitherto been granted to them.— 
Influenced by these reflections, the settlers a. 
woke as from a dream,and the voice of the pub- 
lic, which had so lately demanded vengeance on 
all who were suspected of sorcery,began now,on 
the other hand, to lament the effusion of blood, 
under the strong suspicion that part at least had 


their necks at one time so that the joints could | wile, servants of the family, endeavoring, by | been innocently and unjustly sacrificed. In Math- 


not be moved; at another time their necks were | 

. a | 
so flexible and suppie, that it seemed the bone 
was dissolved. They had violent convulsions, 
in which their jaws snapped with the force of a 


some spell of their own, to discover by whom the 


| fatal charm had been imposed on their master’s 


er’s own language, which we use as that of a 
man deeply convinced of the reality of the crime, 





children, drew themselves under suspicion, and | “experience showed that the more were appre- 


sre hanged. ‘Phe judce 
were hanged. ‘The judges 





and juries perse | hended, the more were still afflicted by Satan, 


spring-trap set for vermin. Their limbs were | yered, encouraged by the discovery of this poor |and the number of confessions increasing.did but 
curiously contorted, and to those who hada taste | [ndians’ guilt, and hoping they might thus expel increase the number of the accused, and the 
for the marvellous, seemed entirely dislocated | from the colony the authors of such practices. | execution of some made way to the apprehen- 


and displaced. Amid these distortions, they 
cried out against the poor old woman, whose 
name was Glover, alleging that she was in 
presence with them, adding toiheir torments. 
The miserable Irish woman, who could hardly 
speak the English language, repeated her Pater 
Noster and Ave Maria like a good Catholic; but 
there were some words which she had forgot- 
ten. She was therefore supposed to be unable 
to pronounce the whole correctly—and con- 
demned and executed according!y. 

But the children of Goodwin found the trade 
they were engaged in to be too profitable to be 
Jaid aside, and the eldest, in particular, continued 
all the external signs of witchcraft and posses- 
tion. The young woman, acting, as was sup- 
posed, under the influence of the Devil, read a 
Quaker treatise with ease and apparent satis- 
faction ;—but a book written against the poor 
inoffensive Friends, the Devil would pot allow 
his victimtotouch. She could look ona Church | 
of England Prayer-book, and read the portions 
of Scripture which it contains, without difficulty | 
or,impediment ;—but the spirit which possessed 
her threw her into fits,if she attempted to read 
the same Scripture from the Bible, asif the awe 
which itis supposed fiends entertain for the Holy 
Writ, depended, not on the meaning of the words 
bat the arrangement of the page, and the type 
in which they were printed. This singular spe- 
cies of flattery was designed to captivate the 
clergyman through bis professional opinions ;— 
others were more stricily personal, ‘The afflic- 
ted damsel had her merry as well as melancholy 
tits. She often imagined that her attendant 
spirits brought her a pony to ride off with them 
to their rendezvous. On such occasions she 
made a spring upwards, as if to mount ber horse, 
and then, still seated in her chair, mimicked, 
with dexterity and agility the motions of ,the 
animal pacing, trotting, and galloping, like a 
child on the nurse’s knee; but when she cantered 
in this manner up stairs, she effected inability to 
enter the clergyman’s study, and when she was 
pulled into it by force, used to become quite 
well, and stand upasa rational being. “Reasons 











| came generally fatal. 


They acted, says Mather, the historian, un- 
der the conscientions wish to do justly; but 
the cases of witchcraft and possession increased 


sion of others. For still the afflicted complain. 
ed of being tormented by new objects. as the 
former were removed, so that some of those 


as if by contagion, and the same sort of spectral | that were concerned grew amazed at the num- 


evidence being received which had occasioned 
the condemnation of the Indian woman Titu, be- 


ed not t» see the spectres, as they termed them 


of the persons by whom they were tormented. | 


Against this species of evidence no alibi could 
be offered, because it was admitted, as we have 
said elsewhere, that the real persons of the ac- 
cused were not there present; and every thing 
rested on the assumption that the afflicted per- 
sons were telling the truth, since their evidence 
could not be regarded. These spectres were 
generally represented as offering their victim a 
book, on signing which they would be freed from 
their torments. Sometimes the Devil appeared 
in person, and added his own eloquence to move 
the afflicted person to consent. 

At first, as seems natural enough, the poor 
and miserable alone were involved; but present- 
ly, when such evidence was admitted as incon- 
irovertible, the afflicted began to see the spectral 
appearances of persons of a higher condition, 
some of whom were arrested, others made their 
escape, while several were executed. The 
more that suffered, the greater became the num- 
ber of afflicted persons, and the wider and more 
numerous were the denunciations against sup- 
posed witches, The accused were of all ages. 
A child of five years old was endicted by some 
of the afflicted, who imagined they saw this 
juvenile wizard active in tormenting them, and 
appealed to the mark of little teeth on their 
hodiess where they stated it had bitten them.— 
A poor dog was also hanged, having been alleged 
to be busy in this infernal persecution. These 
gross insults omcommon reason occasioned a re- 
vulsion in public feeling, but not till many lives 
had been sacrificed. By this means nineteen 
men and women were executed, besides a’stout 
hearted man named Gory, who refused to plead 
and, wasaccordingly pressed to death, according 
to the oldlaw. Eight persous were condemned, 


| 


The afflicted persons fail-| innocent persons under the imputation of that 





ber and coudition of those that were accused, 
and feared Satan, by his wiles, had inwrapped 


crime; and at last, as was evidently seen, there 
must be a stop put, or the generation of the king- 
dom of God would fall under condemnation.” 

The prosecutions were, therefore suddenly 
stopped, the prisoners dismissed, the condemned 
pardoned, and even those who had confessed, 
the number of whom was very extraordinary, 
were pardoned among others; and the author 
we have just quoted thus records the result :— 
“When this prosecution ceased, the Lord so 
chained up Satan, that the afflicted grew pres- 
ently well. The accused were generally quiet, 
and for five years there was no such molestation 
among us.” 

To this it must be added, that the congrega 
tion of Salem compelled Mr. Parvis, in whose 
family the distarbance had begun, and who,they 
alleged, was the person by wham it was most 
fiercely driven on the commencement, to leave 
his settlementamong them. Such of the accus 
ed as had confessed the acts of witchcraft impu- 
ted to them, generally denied and retracted 
their confessions, asserting them to have been 
made under fear of torture, influence or per 
suasion, or other circumstances exclusive of theit 
free will. Several of the judges and jurors con- 
cerned in the sentence of those who were exe 
cuted, published their penance for their rasb- 
ness in convicting these unfortunate persons; 
and one of the judges, a man of the most impor 
tance in the colony, observed, during the rest of 
his life, the annivessary of the first execution as 
a day of solemn fast and humiliation for his own 
share in the transaction. Even the barbarous 
Indians were struck with wonder at the infatua- 
tion of the English colonists on this occasion,and 
drew disadvantageous comparisons betweeo 
them and the French, among whom, as they fe- 
marked, “the Great Spirit sends no witches.” 
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